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NOTICE OF NONDISCRIMINATION  
Applicants for admission and employment, students, parents, em-
ployees, sources of referral of applicants for admission and employ-
ment, and all unions or professional organizations holding collective 
bargaining or professional agreement with the Twin River Public 
School District are hereby notified that this District does not dis-
criminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, age, or 
disability in admission or access to, or treatment or employment in, 
its programs and activities. Any person having inquiries concerning 
this district’s compliance with the regulations implementing Title VI, 
Title IX, Americans with Disability Act, or Section 504 of the Reha-
bilitation of 1973, is directed to contact: Donald Graff, Supt. Twin 
River Public Schools, PO Box 640, Genoa, NE 68640(Phone: 402-
993 2274). 
 

It is the intent of Twin River Public Schools to comply with both this 
letter and spirit of the law in making certain discrimination does not 
exist in the policies, regulations and operations of our District. 
 

Complaints can also be filed with the Office of Civil Rights, as fol-
lows: Region VII Office of Civil Rights, Department of Education, 
10220 No. Executive Blvd.., 8th floor Kansas City, MO. 64153 
(Phone 810-891-8026) 

TWIN RIVER BOARD OF EDUCATION  
MEETS IN SPECIAL SESSION 
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TAYLOR ANDERSON AND MITCH REED NAMED 
TWIN RIVER HOMECOMING QUEEN AND KING 
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HOMECOMING DANCE 
 A RECORD 
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MRS. ROHDE’S  
KINDERGARTEN CLASS 

IN SILVER CREEK  
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WHO JUST FELL… IT’S 
ALYSSA KAY MELCHER 

 
By Paige Eaton 

 
 If you don’t know who Alyssa is she’s usually the 
girl laughing after falling on the floor.  
 Alyssa is the daughter of Ron and Mari Melcher. She 
was born on July 22, 1991. Alyssa has five siblings, 
Angey, Anthony, Ashley, Alannah and Allyson.  
 Her role models are her sisters Angey and Ashley.    
 It is rumored that Alyssa is a klutz.  “There have 
been so many times when I’ve fallen down the stairs 
and also up or just walking and tripping over those in-
visible lines.” 
 Alyssa has the talent of doing an amusing British 
accent. She enjoys dirt track racing and hanging out 
with friends. One thing she learned about herself in 
high school was that she needs a lot of sleep!  
 Alyssa’s most memorable moment in high school 
was all the parties that were supposed to be study par-
ties, but never got to the “opening the book” part.  
 Some advice Alyssa has for younger students is 
“Study hard and have fun because these years don’t last 
forever.”  
 Alyssa’s plans on going to Joseph’s College of 
Beauty and Barbering to become a cosmetologist. 
 
 

PAIGE “OH SNAP, 
SPARKY!” EATON 
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 Favorite color: Hot pink and teal 
 Favorite movie: Disturbia 
 Favorite animal: monkey 
 Favorite superhero: Emo Spiderman on  
Spiderman         3 
 Favorite TV show: That 70’s Show 
 Book: anything by Nicholas Sparks 
 Favorite quote: “Eat lots and don’t regret it be              
cause it tasted good and you know it.” 

NEW YORK MAN  
SURVIVES LIGHTNING 
STRIKE PUMPING GAS 
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 You should plan counselor visits carefully, and know 
the right questions to ask when the opportunity arises. It 
is the student’s responsibility to inform the counselor of 
his or her career and college goals. Smart students will 
visit the counselor’s office early and as often as possi-
ble. 
 Why? The more familiar you are to a counselor, the 
better advice you are likely to receive. It’s not that the 
counselor will play favorites, it’s just that (s)he is more 
likely to think of you if your face shows up in the office 
frequently, and is more likely to call on you when a 
scholarship offer appears in the mailbox . 
 This list can help you determine the questions that 
are relevant to your education goals. 
 Which diploma type is best for me?  This is one of 
the first decisions a student should make in high school. 
The type of diploma you earn will determine your 
choices after high school. 
 How can I improve my grades? If you run into 

problems early in your high school career, you may be 
able recover your GPA in time for college considera-
tion. Ask your counselor what courses you should take 
to achieve your goal. It might be necessary to change 
your diploma track—so ask. 
 What activities impress college reps? Discuss your 
college goals with your counselor. If you want to go to 
an Ivy League college, then your counselor can help 
you decide what activities will make you more attrac-
tive to admission representatives. If you’re only inter-
ested in one specific college, the counselor may know 
precise information about that college’s preferences. 
 Some colleges award scholarships based on leader-
ship activities. If you are concerned about financing 
your education, you may want to determine how your 
participation in clubs and sports will demonstrate lead-
ership. 
 How can I prepare for the SAT?  The counselor 
will provide books and/or computer programs to help 
you prepare. Sometimes students forget to ask! 
 The counselor will also keep a schedule of test dates 
and may inform you when it’s time to sign up. 
 Can I review my transcript?  It’s a good idea to 
take a look at your transcript from time to time, just to 
make sure the information is accurate. Everybody 
makes mistakes—even computers! Sometimes a tran-
script can lack important information like certain cred-
its, courses, or grades that were changed upon complet-
ing a requirement. Also check to make certain that your 
class rank is accurate. 
 Where can I find my preferred major? Your coun-
selor may know off-hand what colleges offer a program 
you’re looking for, especially if you’re looking for a 
degree that is widely available. Some programs are 
more difficult to find, however. If you’re interested in 
finding a program that’s a little unique, your counselor 
will direct you to books or programs to help you with 
your search. 
 What should I ask a college representative?  
College counselors will visit your school and they will 
travel around to college fairs. Before you speak with a 
college rep, do your homework! Determine the right 
questions to fit your specific needs. 
  When do I apply for college?  Some students 
will apply for college during their junior year, while 
some will wait until late in their senior year. The deci-
sion will depend on many factors, like your program of 
choice, your grades, and your target college.  
 The counselor will help you make the right choice.  
That’s why I’m here.  My door is always open and I’m 
always willing to talk with students and their parents. 
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Dear Parents 
 	������	����	���	'���� 	

�
 Like most professions, education has many terms 
used by teachers and administrators that may be unfa-
miliar to parents and the general public. Therefore, this 
list has been created for your benefit.  
 
 The most commonly used terms listed below. 
 
Ability Grouping : Assigning students to classes/
groups by achievement levels. 
 
Accountability : Providing proof that education/
learning is occurring. 
 
Achievement Test: Test that measures how much a 
student has learned in various subjects and how the 
student has done in comparison to other state and na-
tional students. Examples: CAT. ITBS, Stanford, ACT, 
SAT. 
 
ADD: (Attention Deficit Disorder) & ADHD (Attention 
Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder): Students are regulary 
easily distracted, impulsive, and full of unfocused en-
ergy. 
 
AP: (Advanced Placement) Challenging, college level 
classes offered by high schools. 
 
Assessment: Measuring the learning and performance 
of students. (Not always a test) 
 
Authentic Assessment: Assessment with “real world” 
applications. (Generally a performance task.) 
 
Bias: Any instructional practice, assessment, or curricu-
lum that unfairly penalizes a student due to factors such 
as stereotyping of groups or poorly written test items. 
 
Block Schedule: Organizing a high school or middle 
school into fewer, but longer blocks instructional time, 
usually four 90-minute periods daily. 
 
Bloom’s Taxonomy: Classification of educational ob-
jectives Evaluation: Giving reasons to support a judg-
ment.Synthesis: Bringing together several pieces of 
information. 

Analysis: Taking information apart. 
 
Application: Applying information to a new situation. 
Comprehension: Understanding the basics of the infor-
mation.   
 
Knowledge: Recalling information. 
 
Classroom Management: Teacher’s organization & 
administration of classroom procedures. 
 
Constructed Response: Test in which students must 
provide an answer (such as short answer or essay). 
 
Cooperative Learning: Teaching strategy in which 
students learn from each other while working in groups 
with individuals having designated roles/responsibility. 
 
Criterion-Referenced Assessment: Assessments de-
signed to measure how well a student has learned iden-
tified concepts. 
 
Curriculum : School’s written plan of what is to be 
taught and what students learn. 
 
Disaggregation: Analyzing data, such as test scores, 
and breaking the data into smaller groups of the student 
population to look for similarities and/or differences in 
performance. 
 
Distance Learning: Taking classes, using technology, 
in locations other than where the teacher is instructing. 
 
ELL  (English Language Learner): Student whose first 
language is one other than English. 
 
ESL (English as a Second Language) or LEP (Limited 
English Proficiency): Teaching English to non-English 
speaking students to help them succeed in school. 
 
ESU (Educational Service Unit): Regional agency pro-
viding leadership and services (including: Special Edu-
cation, Title I, Professional Development, Technology, 
& Media) for supporting the improvement of learning 
and teaching in area school districts.  
 
Enrichment: Topics or activities above and beyond the 
main classroom studies. 
 
Formative Assessment: Assessment that determines 
what students have learned up to a certain point in order 
to plan further instruction. 
 
Gifted Education: Opportunities for students with ex-
ceptional abilities in one or more areas of study. 
 
IEP (Individual Educational Program): Written plan for 
a student with a disability that is developed, reviewed 
and revised to reflect what is “an appropriate educa-
tion” for the student. 
 
ILCD (Improvement of Learning for Children with 
Disabilities): Refers to the process that ensures the 
quality of special education programs is maintained 
and, when necessary, improved. 
 
Inclusion: Educating  all children in the same class-
room, regardless of abilities or disabilities. 
 
In-service: Training or work session for educators. 
(Professional Development) 
 
Interdisciplinary : Organizing curriculum from two or 
more content areas around a central topic or theme. 
 
Looping: Assigning students to the same teacher for 
more than one school year. 
 
MDT (Multidisciplinary team): Group whose responsi-
bility is to evaluate the abilities and needs of a child 
referred for evaluation and to determine whether the 
child meets the criteria for having a disability. 
 
NAEP (National Assessment of Educational Progress): 
Test of a representative sample of students that pro-
vides information about how well national and state 
students are achieving. 
 
NCA (North Central Association): Regional accredita-
tion agency. 
 
NCLB (No Child Left Behind): Federal government’s 
plan for improving student achievement and ensuring 
quality education for all students. 
 
Objective: Goal that specifies what the learner will 

know and/or be able to do. 
 
Performance Assessment: An assessment requiring 
students to perform a task. 
 
Portfolio 1: Collection of student work chosen to docu-
ment student progress over time. 
 
Portfolio 2: School district’s documentation of its as-
sessment process for Nebraska’s STARS system. 
 
Professional Development (Staff Development): 
Training opportunities for educators, so they may stay 
up to date on the latest information, strategies, and 
technology in education. 
 
Quality criteria : Six quality assessment practices that 
schools must document in their portfolio. 
 
Rubric : Scoring guide with several levels for evaluat-
ing performance task, such as research papers, projects, 
or speeches. 
 
SAT (Student Assistance Team): Group (teachers, prin-
ciple, others as appropriate) utilizing intervention 
strategies to assist the teacher(s) in the provision of 
general education and prior to a referral for special edu-
cation evaluation. 
 
School Improvement Plan: A five-year plan that fo-
cuses on no more than one to three academic goals for 
an entire school district to work on, so as to improve 
student learning. 
 
Selected Response: Test in which choices of answers 
are provided for students (such as matching or multiple 
choice). 
 
Service Learning: Community work included as part 
of the school program. 
 
Six Trait Writing : Method for teaching and scoring 
student writing that analyzes ideas, organization, word 
choice, voice, sentence fluency, and conventions 
(mechanics). 
 
Standardized Test: Test given under the same condi-
tions for all student. Most standardized tests are 
achievement tests. 
 
Standards: Criteria identifying what students should 
know and be able to do in various subjects. 
 
STARS (School-based Teacher-led Assessment & Re-
porting System): Nebraska’s system for standards, as-
sessment, and accountability. 
 
Summative Assessment: Assessment at the end of a 
unit, course, or term. 
 
Title 1: Federal program providing funding for schools 
with larger groups of economically disadvantaged stu-
dents in order to improve educational opportunities in 
reading and math. 
 
Tracking: Practice of dividing students for instruction 
according to perceived abilities.  
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TITANS IMPROVE TO 3-1 
WITH HOMECOMING WIN 
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TWIN RIVER CROSS COUNTRY TEAM 
OFF TO FAST START IN 2008 

)�
�����	������	����	*����	�������	������	���
	�	

 LADY TITANS TAKE 5TH 
AT DAVID CITY INVITE  
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TITAN JUNIOR HIGH 
PLAYS DC AQUINAS  
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TITAN 7TH GRADE  
VOLLEYBALL TEAM 

GETS FIRST WIN 
AGAINST FULLERTON 
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 TITANS MAKE HISTORY 
WITH LAKEVIEW WIN  
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JUNIOR HIGH VOLLEY-
BALL VS. OSCEOLA 
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A LETTER TO JUNIOR HIGH PARENTS 
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SLOVAKIA ROUTS BULGARIA 82-0  
IN WOMEN’S HOCKEY 
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I have two ducks that I use as an alarm 
clock….they wake me up at the quack of dawn. 

Which side of the Duck has the most feathers?  
The outside!  

Why do ducks fly south for the winter?  
Because it's too far to walk.  

What do you call a crate of Ducks?  
A box of quackers.  

A duck walks into a pharmacy, and asks for  
Chapstick. The cashier says, "Cash or check?" 

and the duck says, "Just put it on my bill."  

Strange...but true 

DUCK SURVIVES TWO 
DAYS IN REFRIGERATOR 
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AMAZING RESCUE STORY 

 BBC - �����	
������
��
��	�	� ���	���4������	�
������
�
��
����������
���	��	��	������������
�
�������������	�����������	��
� ��	�����������	�����		����
�����������������������
��	�������	������������	����
�������		�����	������� �
���	�����������	���	�	����
	
��������
������
� %	���	��		�	
����������	���	�����	������	�
����	��
��
���
������	
������������	������������
�������	�����������	 ������	���������	����������	�� �
��		������
����	������������	����	��������	���	�	�
��	����������	���������
��
� ��	���������������	�
	
���	����	���

�	
�������
'��������
�����	����2������� �(	������	������
���	 ���	�	��	������
����

	���������	
��
� ,�
����������	�	 �����
������	�������	������
���	����	� ��������	�����	���	����	
�������	��	4��
������������������������	��
	�����	��
����������
������������
�����	�����
� ��	����������������	
����	���	���	������ ��	�
���������	�������	����	����
�������������
G�������
�����	�����������������4��������	��	�	����	������	�
��
��	����������	���������	�������	���������
�

�����������

  

THE DUCK STAMP 	
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